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CITY OF LA GRANDE 

 

Urban Renewal Agency Regular Session 

 

June 2, 2021 

 

Immediately following Budget Committee Regular Session 

 

The meeting was available for viewing via the City’s scheduled Charter Communications channel 180, on the La 
Grande Alive website at https://eoalive.tv/city-events/ and on the Eastern Oregon Alive.TV Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/EOAliveTV.  

 

MINUTES 
 
AGENCY MEMBERS PRESENT:   AGENCY MEMBERS ABSENT EXCUSED: 
Steve Clements, Mayor        
Gary Lillard, Mayor Pro Tem 
John Bozarth, Agency Member 
David Glabe, Agency Member 
Nicole Howard, Agency Member      
Mary Ann Miesner, Agency Member 
Justin Rock, Agency Member 

 
STAFF PRESENT 

Robert Strope, District Manager 
Sandra Patterson, City Recorder 
Stacey Stockhoff, Assistant to the District Manager 
Gary Bell, Police Chief 
Michael Boquist, Community Development Director 
Kyle Carpenter, Public Works Director 
Emmitt Cornford, Fire Chief  
Joe Fisher, Building Official 
Christine Jarski, Economic Development Director 
Heather Rajkovich, Finance Director 
Stu Spence, Parks and Recreation Director 
Anita Zink, Human Resource Specialist 
 

Per ORS 192.670(1), Councilors and Staff participated in this 
Regular Session by electronic communication. 

 
ROLL CALL Mayor CLEMENTS called this Regular Session of the Urban 

Renewal Agency to order at 6:08 p.m.; Roll Call was taken; 
and a quorum was determined to be present. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
a.   Consider:  Approving Regular Session Minutes;  
       March 3, 2021 
b.   Consider: Accepting “Exhibit A” for Fiscal Year 
      2021-2022; Urban Renewal Agency/City 
      Intergovernmental Agreement  
 The following Motion was introduced by ROCK; HOWARD 

providing the Second:  
 
 MOTION:  I move that we accept the Consent Agenda as 

presented.  
 

https://eoalive.tv/city-events/
https://www.facebook.com/EOAliveTV
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VOTE MSC. (unanimous) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS None  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
a.  Consider:  Resolution Adopting Budget,   
     Making Appropriations; Fiscal Year 2021-2022 
 

Mayor CLEMENTS announced that the Public Hearing was 
Open at 6:13 p.m. on the Fiscal Year 2021-2022, Urban 
Renewal District Budget, as approved by the Urban Renewal 
District Budget Committee on May 10, 2021.  
 

STAFF REPORT     Mayor CLEMENTS requested the Staff Report. 
 
 Robert STROPE, District Manager/Budget Officer   
       
 STROPE stated that during the Public Hearing on May 10, 

2021, the Urban Renewal District (URD) Budget Committee 
met as advertised to consider and accept public testimony 
in connection with the proposed Fiscal Year 2021 – 2022, 
Budget.  At the close of that Public Hearing, the Committee 
voted to certify to the County a request that $62,078,898 in 
the increment value be used for the purpose of dividing 
taxes, approve the proposed Budget as presented and 
forward the Budget to the Urban Renewal Agency for 
adoption during a Regular Session on June 2, 2021. 

 
 STROPE also mentioned that there were only two (2) 

applications that were submitted for the Call for Projects 
(CFP) program this year.  

 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY None  
 
 Mayor CLEMENTS closed the Public Hearing on Fiscal Year 

2021-2022, Urban Renewal District Budget at 6:15 p.m. and 
invited Agency discussion.  

 
AGENCY DISCUSSION  Mayor CLEMENTS was surprised to hear that only two 

applications for the Call for Projects (CFP) program were 
received this year, but added that the decline in applications 
could be due to the pandemic leading some businesses to 
be more conservative in their decisions for starting any new 
projects or renovations to their businesses. 

 
MOTION The following Motion was introduced by MIESNER; 

HOWARD providing the Second:  
 

Motion:  I move that the proposed Resolution adopting the 
Fiscal Year 2021-2022, Urban Renewal District Budget be 
Read by Title Only, Put to a Vote, and Passed.  

 
AGENCY DISCUSSION None 
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 Upon Mayor CLEMENTS’ request, the City Recorder read the 

Proposed Resolution by Title Only.  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LA GRANDE URBAN 
RENEWAL AGENCY, OF THE CITY OF LA GRANDE, UNION 
COUNTY, OREGON, ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2021 – 
2022, BUDGET; MAKING APPROPRIATIONS; AND LEVYING 
TAXES [4806] 

 
VOTE MSC. SIX (6) of the SEVEN (7) Agency Members present 

voted in the affirmative; BOZARTH abstained from voting, 
stating he was not present at this meeting. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS None 
 
NEW BUSINESS None 
 
DISTRICT MANAGER COMMENTS In response to MIESNER’s question regarding fund 

availability to a Call for Projects (CFP) applicant if they were 
to apply at a later time of the year, STROPE answered that 
the current CFP policy does not allow the Agency to accept 
out of cycle requests for projects, but the Agency could 
initiate a project with certain dedicated funds that were 
available in the Urban Renewal Budget, depending on what 
happens with the EDA Grant, which would be approximately 
$100,000. 

 
 STROPE stated that Christine JARSKI turned in her 

resignation and her last day would be Thursday, June 17, 
2021.  STROPE thanked her for her employment, to which 
JARSKI stated that she enjoyed working for the City of La 
Grande and with the City Council/Agency.  She also gave a 
brief status update on the current projects that she was 
working on and was hoping to finalize in the next couple of 
weeks. 

 
With only two CFP applications received for the program 
this year, STROPE stated that the scoring and the 
presentation for approval through the Agency/Urban 
Renewal Advisory Commission (URAC) could be done the 
same night and in conjunction with the Wednesday, July 7, 
2021, Regular City Council Meeting, or it could be held on 
Monday, July 12, 2021, by itself.  A discussion was held on 
how to proceed with the meeting, to which it was decided 
that the Urban Renewal Agency and URAC would consider 
the funding requests in conjunction with the Regular 
Session City Council meeting on Wednesday, July 7, 2021.   

 
AGENCY MEMBER COMMENTS MIESNER stated that JARSKI would be missed and wished 

her well, to which LILLARD, Mayor CLEMENTS and ROCK 
also chimed in thanking her for all that she has done for the 
City of La Grande during her employment. 



City of La Grande 

Urban Renewal Agency Minutes 

Regular Session of June 2, 2021 

Page 4 

 
 

S:\Manager's Office\MEETINGS\MINUTES\2021\URA\06-02-2021 URA Minutes.doc 

 
ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business to come before this Regular Session of the Agency, Mayor CLEMENTS 
adjourned the meeting to the City Council Regular Session at 6:28 p.m.  
 

ATTEST:       APPROVED: 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

Stacey M. Stockhoff      Stephen E. Clements 

Assistant to the District Manager    Mayor  
 
 
 

APPROVED: ___________________________________ 


